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São Leopoldo, June 5th, 2005.

I welcome all the participants of the XI World Forum IAJBS, an event that our University is honored to host, and which has a theme of utmost importance.

In this age of knowledge in which we find ourselves, an age of advanced technologies and systems of instantaneous information, the figure of the “knower” stands out, the figure of the one who develops and incorporates knowledge. We need to focus on the “knower”, for he is the one who holds knowledge with the purpose of bringing efforts together for a united growth of the world. While in the constant search for innovation, we cannot forget the basic essence of everything: the human being itself. Knowledge comes from the human being, is gathered by the human being and is made for the human being. As generations advance, the time line, like the energy flow, cannot be interrupted or monopolized. It needs to go on. It is our duty to keep the flame of knowledge alive, seeking for the promotion of humanism as a cornerstone for better life for future generations.

With this ideal in mind, I welcome you all and wish you the accomplishment of the goals set for this Forum.
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