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Background 

 The Serengeti National Park 
ecosystem -- located in 
north-western Tanzania and 
extends to South-Western 
Kenya between latitudes 1 
and 3 S and longitudes 34 
and 36 E (14,763 km2). 

 From Mwanza one can get to 
Serengeti in 2 hour. From 
Arusha to get the heart of 
Serengeti (Seronera) might 
take six hours as it is 335 
kilometers.  



The Serengeti hosts the 
l a r g e s t a n d l o n g e s t 
overland animal movement 
in the world, a semi-annual 
occurrence. The migration 
is one of the ten natural 
travel wonders of the 
world. 



Tanzanian tourism, which depends heavily on 
the attraction of Serengeti National Park. 

The current debate about sustainable 
development often begins with the concept of 
stakeholders yet ironically never seems to 
discuss the “rights” of non human stakeholders -- 
animals living in tourist destinations areas --- It 
may lead to the disappearance of these non-
human stakeholders.  

The focus on tourism is on the profit from 
tour ist�s act iv i t ies -- the communit ies 
surrounding the destination have given little 
attention to the non-human component. 

This paper will try to shed some light on this 
neglected area.  



METHODOLOGY 
Descriptive research which 

used secondary da ta 
sources. Respondents: 
some of the stakeholders 
living near Mwanza side of 
Serengeti were visited and 
informally interviewed.  

Unstructured interviews 
were conducted with tour 
operators in Mwanza and 
SNV the only NGO dealing 
with tourism development 
in Mwanza. 



Animal Rights in Serengeti 

 Non-human stakeholders who 
have the right to live freely like 
any other creatures in the 
animal kingdom and that 
human beings should not use 
them as a source of raw 
materials or food. 

 The violation of natural animal 
rights which is described as 
any action that is against the 
laws that govern the non-
human stakeholders of the 
destination.  



Hunting Issue in Serengeti 

 Although wild meat is an important source of protein 
across Africa, patterns and reasons for its demand are 
poorly defined. 

 The economics of protein consumption indicates that 
wild meat is consistently cheaper and hence consumed 
more frequently that other meat.   



 The Poaching Issue 

 Poaching is forbidden in almost all reserve/protected 
areas in the world. But Tanzanian still allows 
commercial hunting as a way of attracting terribly 
needed hard currency. In 1989 there were only an 
estimated 47 blocks set aside for hunting -- The number 
jumped to 140 between 1990 and 1997.  

 Poaching ever reduced the number of rhinoceros from 
100 to under 5 individuals between 1965 and 1980. The 
rhino population is at risk  from massive poaching for 
their horns, a kilo of which can fetch as much as 
$50,000 in the black market.  

 In Tanzania it is estimated that between 1970 and 1986 
elephant were reduced from 2,460 to 467. 

 Non-human animals have the right to live under the 
control of human.  Thus, going against these laws is a 
violation of animals` rights.  



Diseases 
Animals that are kept side by side in Serengeti 

may sometimes cause the spread of diseases to 
other wild animals. 

Rinderpest eliminated over 90% of wildebeest 
and cattle. The 2002 outbreak of foot and mouth 
disease in UK caused the slaughter of over 6% 
of the livestock herds.  

Increased human mobility including tourism has 
become a major factor in the current and 
emerging patterns of diseases. Human can also 
act as a vector of a range of pathogens that can 
severely impact other species  



Grazing Land 
 There is high competition for grass, water and the land 

itself between human and non-human stakeholders in 
Serengeti. 

 Currently the number of people residing around 
Serengeti has increased and this has also contributed to 
the scarcity of land. The Maasai people are causing 
deforestation which results in the reduction of pastures 
and change of weather. 

 Many larger parks and game reserves in Africa, for 
example, constructed accommodations in the parks to 
serve their visitors. 

 Animals have a right to be protected in their natural 
environment and with the entire ecosystem undisturbed.     



Water and Weather 
 Animals have the right to get 

water. As they compete for pasture 
land, the high population of the 
Maasai herds compete for water. 
Sometime the water is polluted /
poisoned by Maasai people 
resulting in death of the wild 
animals especially during dry 
season. 

 Changes in weather are a result of 
both human and non-human 
a n i m a l i n t e r a c t i o n i n a n y 
environment. The dry lands of 
Serengeti provide a habitat of 
enormous herds of animals, 
predators and prey and also attract 
sports hunters, adventures and 
wildlife tourists.  



Local Community Rights 

 The devastating social effects of 
forced removals and reduction of 
grazing lands through the 
creation of national parks and 
other protected areas are widely 
known. 

 The tradition of government 
appropriating all resources rights 
and centrally managing them has 
not worked to the benefit of 
either conservation or local 
development. 

 Local property rights need to be 
protected as far as possible -- 
the community-based tourism --- 
pro-poor tourism.  
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 Tourism development as well as sustainability will result 
from planning. This would require linking local people in 
all aspects of planning from the initial to the final stages 
especially those surrounding the destination area.. 

 Sustainable tourism sees tourism within destination 
areas as a triangular relationship between host areas 
and their habitats (non human) and people, 
holidaymakers and the tourism industry. 

 In the past, the tourism industry dominated the triangle. 
The reconciliation between the three factors will bring 
tourism sustainability. 

 Serengeti is a key ‘jewel’ in the Tanzanian tourism 
industry. If animals are not properly treated, this 
destination would not be sustainable and the whole 
Tanzania economy and society would suffer because 
Serengeti is a source of natural pride.  

 The adage “Serengeti shall never die” is popular 
globally, both as a means and an end for the survival of 
one of the world’s flagship conservation areas. 

CONCLUSION 
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